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well as artists3 authors and even actors, on work which
would benefit the nation as a whole. Such schemes,
however, were not carried through in a day. Mean-
while the alleviation of immediate suffering was made
more difficult by the fact that, until this crisis, the
ordinary American citizen had rarely needed the help
of the government or the local authorities, and there
was very little provision, such as is found in Britain,
for aiding the impoverished and the needy.

Accordingly a huge new organisation m had to be
created almost overnight, as it were, to carry the people
over the evil times, and well it was for the nation in its
hour of need that it had a strong man in charge. For
the President found plenty of opposition from powerful
people who had never before had to submit to govern-
ment control. The' great employers of labour were
among his especial enemies, for they had always cqn-
sidered workers5 trade unions, like those of Great
Britain, against their interests, and now, under Roose-
velt's administration, such unions were recognised and
given power. Some of his acts, too, were pronounced
unconstitutional by the judges of the Supreme Court,
and again and again the President suffered setbacks
which would have discouraged a weaker man. Even
some of his chief advisers would not support all his
measures of reform. ' But with Roosevelt opposition of
this kind was only an urge to greater effort, and his
schemes were so far successful that by 1936 he had lifted
the American people out of their worst depression and
set them once more upon the high road to prosperity.

Other matters besides the return of prosperity to the